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SETTING THE STAGE

A non-profit  youth theater 

located in Rochester, NY,  A Magical 
Journey Thru Stages  offers over 600 
students in grades 1-12 the 
opportunity to be part  of an 
inclusive, diverse community of 
performers.

Cast members have the unique 

opportunity to perform through  
year-long offerings of full musical  
product ions, a play, summer 
theater  camps, improv t roupe, 
technical t raining, open mic nights, 
and specialized workshops.

Throughout the season, our 

dedicated staff, professional art ist ic 
teams and volunteers teach kids to 
explore their creat ive talents  in 
front of over 6,000 support ive 
audience members.  Students are 
given a professional experience 
that allows them to build 
self-confidence, while learning and 
growing in all areas of theater arts.

SPOTLIGHT ON OUR YEAR

Youth in our community love theater and the arts! Our all-encompassing focus at 
Stages is to provide for students the highest quality theater experiences available.  
We accomplish this with your support.  It  is with great appreciat ion to our 
supporters that we present our annual report  for our 2017-2018 year.  Thanks to 
our generous donors and supporters, we are able to consistent ly offer a 
support ive environment and a total immersion in theater for performers and 
behind-the-scenes roles. 

- Enriched our shows with new technical equipment
- Filled all Summer Camps with enthusiast ic thespians
- Performed a show with book, lyrics and music writ ten by local art ists  

We are the place where they love to be, with people they enjoy, doing something 
they love.  Our students describe Stages as their ?second home? and where they 
?have found their people.?  Connect ions for a lifet ime are created by the 
teamwork and striving to stretch their talents to perform spectacular shows!  We 
are so proud of the maturity these students demonstrate during every show, and 
we thank everyone who supports our endeavors.
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Fiscal Year October 2017-September 2018

CREATING FUN, HIGH-QUALITY 
YOUTH THEATER  



ACT II: BUILDING COMMUNITYACT I: TO CREATE & LEARN

Whether you are on the stage or behind the scenes, working on a show makes 

you a member of our theater family.  The bonds of friendship that  are made 
t ranscend the closing curtain and you will find our students support ing  one 
another outside of our walls in the community.

- This connect ion boosts the 
emot ional/social well-being of 
our performers.

- Our families form friendships, 
just like our students, and provide 
support to one another as their 
children navigate life and the 
challenges and joys of the world.

- This posit ive energy creates a 
powerful community.

- Your donat ion will impact  and 
enrich a child and community for 
life! 

We know that the lessons learned on our stage are immeasurable. But 

being part  of a show means you are an integral part  of a very large team.  
Our students and directors work incredibly hard to st retch the resources 
we have and to grow and learn.  Due to our t ight operat ing budget, our 
theater relies on our incredible parent  
and student  volunteers to build sets, 
create props and source costumes for 
every show.

- Our limited equipment is crucial to 
creat ing professional level 
product ions, but it  is a delicate 
balance to maintain the expensive 
components and we have lit t le 
room for error or breakage.

- Choosing to support  our 
organizat ion means your monetary 
gift  impacts hundreds of children 
and  allows us to keep our theater 
and equipment running.  

At Stages, not every child wants to 
be in the spotlight. Many shine and 
are an integral part of our shows 
behind the scenes. 

Creating a unique opportunity unlike 
other Children's Theaters, we train 
students to work alongside talented 
professionals and get hands-on 
experience in skills that can last a 
lifetime and have inspired students to 
go onto college to study the technical 
side of theater.

Each show finds students behind the 
scenes interning and shining in:

- Lighting/Sound Design
- Set Design & Building
- Stage Crew/Tech Crew
- Student Director
- Student Choreographer
- Student Music Director 
- Student Costumer STAGES INCOME 2017-2018                                            INCOME REPORT                                        STAGES EXPENSES 2017-2018

Our total expenses were 
$291,581. This  $17,583 surplus 
follows two years of losses 
(-$17,321 in 2015-2016, -$6,968 
in 2016-2017), so we are close to 
even for the past  few years.

Our programs are robust . Our 
financial cushion is small. Donor 
support  is crit ical to keep the 
lights on and grow our offerings. 

LIGHTS UP! 

MORE THAN  JUST ACTING

MAGICAL JOURNEY THRU STAGES 

RAVE REVIEWS

"From rehearsals, 
to the people 

running Stages 
and the show, to 

the kids 
participating-- 
the experience 

was truly 
wonderful!!"

"Stages offers a unique balance 
between high quality performance and 
promoting fun, enjoyment and love of 

theater."

"I just love stages so 
much and I?m so 

glad a company like 
this exists because 
it truly gives me a 

happy place to be."

"Our kids love being 
part of Stages; 

you're doing a great 
job developing their 
skills and love for 

theater."

"Thank you for making this the 
best experience I have ever had."
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Did You Know?
A wireless microphone costs 

$1,025. To run a full 
product ion, we need to 

maintain approximately 20 
microphones at all t imes. 

Donations Are Critical!
A single theater light                    

costs $625. 

Performance rights for one 
show can cost                                      

well over $2,000. 

Stages total income for 
the 2017-2018 Season 
was $309,164.

Show t ickets and 
part icipat ion fees alone 
do not  cover the full cost  
of producing our 
programs. 



Please Donate Online     

Our Needs Are Immediate!

 http://www.mjtstages.com/donate

Want to Learn More? 

We'd Love To Hear From You!

(585) 935-7173

FINALE: STANDING OVATION FOR OUR DONORS!
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THANK YOU!

Our theater is beloved in the hearts of 
our performers. Over and over we hear 
that children find their place and their 

purpose with us.

But we cannot  operate on passion and 
joy alone. We are eternally grateful for 

the cont inual support of the many 
families and organizat ions that share 
our vision and support our endeavors.

PLEASE DONATE TODAY!

WON'T YOU JOIN OUR 
LIST OF SUPERSTARS?

BOARD OF DIRECTORS & STAFF
Tom Madden - President

Debra Ross - Vice President

Admiral Lord - Treasurer

Mark Bennett , Esq. - Member

Ellen Broder - Member

Sarah Culp - Member

STAFF
Sherry Vile, Esq. - Execut ive Director/Board

Carolyn Curran - Managing Director  

Lisa Shearer - Programming Director/Board

Tom Pembrook - Technical Director /Board                     

Kayla Hunter Yeng - Media Manager

Gert Masline - Ticket Manager

Gina Lord - Costume Manager

DONATION SUPERSTARS

VIP PRODUCERS ($25,000+)

Grandparents Anonymous

MEDIA SPONSOR

KidsOutAndAbout.com

GRANT SUPPORTERS

Rochester Area Community Foundation

Fred & Floy Willmott  Foundation

Arts & Cultural Council

The Guido and Ellen Palma Foundation

The Max and Marian Farash Charitable Foundation

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER DONORS ($2,500 - $4,999)

The Pembrook Family

PRODUCER DONORS ($1,000 - $2,499)

Anonymous 

The Gibson Family

Masline Electronics, Inc.

CONTACT US TODAY TO 
PLEDGE YOUR SUPPORT!

CRITICAL NEEDS
 The theater's  carpet is threadbare and has 

been in our space since at least the beginning 
of our existence in 2002. 

 The carpet is in use almost daily for 
rehearsals, performances, set construct ion, 

workshops and more. With over 6,000 
audience members annually and over 600 

students, there's a lot  of steps 
being taken at Stages.

Please consider support ing our organizat ion 
with a Grant  or Donat ion to help us cover 

this need. 

No amount  is too small. Fully funding this 
need would not  only make you a 

DONATION SUPERSTAR, but  help our 
students cont inue to shine. 

Thank you! 

http://kidsoutandabout.com/

